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TempeVs Comet of Short Period. 

Letter from Hr. Bruhns , Director of the Observatory , at Leipsic , .Mr. Hind, 

dated 1873, March 17. 

A pupil of mine, Dr. Seeliger, to facilitate the discovery of 
the periodical Comet of Tempel, 1867 II, has calculated the 
perturbations by Jupiter . He has started from Mr. Sandberg’s 
elements, and finds,— 


Elements 1867. 

T 1867, May, 23*958 Berlin. 
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M. Eq. 
1867*0 


Elements 1873. 
1S73, May, 8*95 Berlin. 


O I • 

160 7 24') 

77 58 7 l 
9 54 nJ 
23 35 4 

59i ;/ *889 


M. Eq. 
1873*0. 


The time of perihelion in 1873 is retarded fully 117 days by the 
perturbations. These perturbations are thus large because the 
comet has approached so near to Jupiter : the distances were,— 


© Royal Astronomical Society • Provided by the NASA Astrophysics Data System 


Downloaded from http://mnras.oxfordjournals.org/ at California Institute of Technology on June 28, 2015 




1873MNRAS..33..327 


TempeVs Comet of Short Period. xxxin. 5, 
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To have an idea of tlie comet’s intensity of light, it may be 
noted that on 1867, April 12, log. r = 0*2080, log. A = 9*8173, 
and at the last observation, August 21, log. r = 0*2504, 
log. A = 0*0863. 


Ephemeris of TempeVs Comet (1867 IT.) 
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For a variation of it i o days 
the places are: — 
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Using the log. distances in the above ephemeris. the intensity 
of light, as represented by , will be,— 
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For comparison with these numbers we have,— 
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These values of I 

are 


Discovered by Tempel. “ Faint and diffused.” 

Easily observed at Leipsic in moonlight. 

Very bright; nucleus = jjc 97 magnitude (Leipsic.) 

Pretty bright; nucleus = 11*5 

Very well seen ; nucleus = 12 .. 

Up to this date well seen by Dr. Peters (Clin¬ 
ton. U.S.) "A star-like nucleus admitted of 
very accurate pointing.” 

Last observed by Schmidt at Athens : 2' diameter, 
extremely faint. Glimpsed till August 27. 


It 


appears auuusu kwu 

the proper observation of the comet at this appearance. 
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